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_______________________________________________________________________    

Thursday, 11 November 2021        6:30 PM       Virtual 

                        

This meeting’s notice was published in the Post and Courier newspaper and held by virtual platform. 

 

I. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order by Commissioner Prioleau at 6:30 PM.   

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance were Commissioners Aiken, Alston, Robert Heyward, Meyers, Prioleau, Planning Director 

DeHaven and Clerk Treasurer White. Commissioners Rhonda Heyward and Stewart were absent.  

 

III. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited; followed by the invocation given by Commissioner Alston.   

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Commissioner Alston made the motion to adopt the minutes of the October 14, 2021 meeting as prepared; 

Commissioner Robert Heyward seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

V. New Business 

DR Horton request for rezoning RA (Rural Agriculture) and GC (General Commercial) to R-2 (Residential-Two) 

and Development Agreement for a residential subdivision with a single access to SC Highway 162 at tax map 

numbers 247-00-00-196, 259, 260, 093, 264, 263, 323, 265, 275, 262, 261 and 276 (lands of Kathryn Ebner). 

Planning Director DeHaven stated that a final Development Agreement has been submitted and reviewed by the 

Town’s attorney over the past several months.  Mr. DeHaven introduced presenters, Michael Condon with DR 

Horton and Jason Thomas, Project Manager with Thomas and Hutton. Mr. Condon said that they are proposing to 

develop around 90 homes next to the future Stono Lakes development. The entrance to the subdivision would 

align with Stono Ferry. Mr. Condon shared a letter from Kathryn Ebner who supports this project.  Mr. Condon 

added that from a housing perspective, DR Horton does have the ability to meet the $1000 workforce housing 

initiative requirement but right now could not guarantee it with rising house costs. The selling price for the houses 

range from $283,000 to $341,000 depending on the square footage. Mr. Thomas said the site exists on 27 acres 

directly across from Stono Ferry. It currently serves as a mobile home park but will be redeveloped to place single 

family residential homes. As part of the Developers Agreement, they will work with SCDOT to ensure all 

requirements such as turn lanes are provided. A 50 foot buffer along Highway 162 as well as a 20 foot buffer 

along the south west portion of the property has also been proposed. They are exceeding the open space 

requirements at 25 percent and will plan walking trails or sidewalks throughout the community as part of the 

amenities for the site. Commissioner Aiken asked who the target market for the homes would be. Mr. Condon 

answered that the target market would be younger home buyers but does think there will be a mix of retirees as 

well. Commissioner Aiken also questioned whether the development would be built in two phases. Mr. Condon 

said that while there is the ability to build in two phases, the intent is to build in one phase. Commissioner 

Prioleau said most of the homes are being constructed with wood and vinyl and inquired if brick would be used in 

constructing any of the homes. Mr. Condon responded that brick façades would be used on about 20 percent of 

the homes but most will consist of a mix. Commissioner Robert Heyward asked if any of the homes would consist 

of affordable housing or ADA housing and the price point. Mr. Condon replied that it is the intent to meet the 

affordable housing requirements but with the volatility in the lumber market it is hard to predict what the price 
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point would be and they would comply with all ADA requirements. Mr. Condon added that they have agreed to 

work in good faith to ensure that SCDOT approves a turn lane for the development. 

  

 

VI. Public Comments 

Tom Campbell said his main concern is the geometry of the traffic flow and the quantity of it directly across from 

Stono Ferry. Most of the traffic flows towards town in the mornings and back towards Hollywood in the evenings. 

Unless there is a stop light between the two entrances, he foresees problems with left turns. The additional 

vehicles from the development would cause a serious hazard.  Mr. Campbell asked the likelihood of installing a 

stop light. Mr. Condon answered that DR Horton would adhere to any requirements set forth by SCDOT from an 

offsite traffic impact standpoint. 

 

Mary Harley, 6409 Barrun Street, stated that she travels into town on Highway 162 in the mornings and 

she is concerned with the traffic. She said there are many vehicles making the left turn out of Stono Ferry 

as well and she is concerned with the lack of a stop light. Ms. Harley asked if the turnarounds were wide 

enough for fire engines. Mr. Hutton answered yes. Ms. Harley asked questions about on street parking and 

if it would be allowed on both sides of the street and if so, would emergency vehicles have adequate room 

to go through. Mr. Condon said that this concern could be addressed in the HOA documents.  

 

Commissioner Robert Heyward stated that before any developments are constructed, something needs to 

be done with Highway 162. The road is in terrible condition and in desperate need of repair. Mr. Hutton 

replied that as they work with SCDOT, they will be required to do a traffic study. The traffic study would 

have background data where they will have to project out the growth of the subdivision and that will help 

determine what the needs are in the area.   

 

Commissioner Aiken made the motion to approve with the condition that a traffic study is completed 

before permitting; Commissioner Meyers seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

Site Plan Approval Request: SC Highway 165 property (formerly Julia’s Flowers and Gifts) zoned GC (General 

Commercial). Owned by Ryan Condon and others. Mr. DeHaven explained that four warehouse type structures 

are intended to be constructed at this property for future businesses. The developers would have to go through the 

SCDOT process to move forward. They have expressed issues with the sewer and plans are to install a 

commercial grinder pump system. 

 

Road naming for SAWCO subdivision on SC Highway 165. The names have been submitted to Charleston County 

and waiting for approval. This item will be heard at the December Planning Commission meeting. 

 

Draft of animal protection ordinance update. Mr. DeHaven said that he has not had any feedback from the 

veterinarians that he reached out to. This item will also be heard at the December Planning Commission meeting.  

 

VII. Commissioner’s Time 

Planning Director DeHaven discussed the requirements for private family cemeteries versus church cemeteries as 

it relates to SCDOT access and DHEC’s approvals and asked that all questions to be directed to him by email.  

 

VIII. Chairman’s Time 

Commissioner Prioleau thanked all Veterans for their service.  

 

IX. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:14 PM. 
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Prepared by: 

Tynetta White 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 


